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RELIGION IN TIENTSIN*

By Rbv. Frederick Brown, F.R.G.S.

There are two considerations which make the
study of religion in Tientsin interesting. First, the
immense population of the place, secondly, the
length of time the various religions have had for

their operations. It is estimated that there are

about one million souls in Tientsin, and that the

Confucian influence has been at work in the vicinity

about 3,000 years, Taoism for 1,500, and Buddhism
for 1,000. These religions must have influenced 100,

60 and 40, generations of human beings, once living,

but now sleeping in the tomb.

China is perhaps the only country in the world

where three religions could stand side by side for

generations without one expelling or superseding the

other. Then again it is difiScult to understand how
any one man can belong to three religions at one

time, yet there are thousands of people in this city

who actually do this. In Buddhist temples there are

seen Taoist images, and in Taoist temples Buddhist

divinities are enshrined. Buddhists call the Goddess

of Mercy '

' the great teacher to the open gate '

' and the

Taoists call her "the self-existe7it heaven honoured."

Confucius discourses on virtue and vice and the

duty of complying with law and the dictates of

con.science. As to Buddhism, its gods are personi-

fied ideas. In Taoism the soul is the purer form of

'Read before the Tientsin Missionary Association, March 16, J908.
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matter, which gains immortality by a sort of chemical

process The central sum of Con-

fucian ethics is filial piety. This is the note the

sages sing, the keystone of the moral arch, the

key that unlocks the antiquity of the nation. The

rock on which China is founded is that the son shall

obey his parents, and that the inferior shall obey his

superior. That Confucianism has exerted a mighty

influence for good, can not be denied, but it has failed

to elevate China both morally and spiritually.

The foremost opposition to the introduction of

Christianity into China comes from those who pride

themselves on being followers of Confucius. They
assent to our views about the emptiness of Buddhism,

the deception of Taoism, the character of the priest-

hood, the mud and stone of the images, but when we

gently mention aficestral worship, the worship) of

heaven and earth, the sacrifices and prostrations of

mandarins, they are offended. Confucianism is the

state religion, and there are very large and handsome

temples where the religious rites are carried out.

The oldest is perhaps the Kuug-Sheng-Jen Temple

just inside the east gate of the city. But perhaps

the largest and most beautiful is the one erected to

the memory of the late I,i Hung-chang,

The sacred books of Buddhism all agree in

stating that the Emperor Ming-te, A.D. 6i, in the

visions of the night beheld " an image of gigantic

proportions resplendent as gold " and that he

dispatched an embassy to go westward to search for

this new religion. Whether this is true or whether
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it was because in the campaigns of central Asia the

armies brought back an image of Buddha, or whether

reports had come that a mighty personage had
appeared in Judea we know not, but it is said that

the embassy returned with an Indian priest, bringing

the sacred books in forty-two sections. Buddhism
invited by the emperor made an easy entrance into

China.

Bicddkism in Tientsin may be said to be in a

state of decay. It is the doctrine of salvation by
meritorious deeds ; "do and live" is its maxim. There
is a work called, " Rules of merit and transgression "

from which I give a few extracts :

—

Credit Side :—To pay a father's debts, will mean a

reward of ten cents.

To worship at a father's burial, reward

of fifty cents.

To bury a man having no son, a reward

of fifty cents.

To bury a bird, a reward of one cent.

To abstain from eating beef, or dog

meat, for one year five cents.

Debit Side :—To dig up a worm in winter a fine of

one cent.

To tell a lie a fine of thirty cents.

To laugh at an ugly person, a fine of

three cents.

To dig up a coffin, a fine of one dollar.

To drown an infant, a fine of one dollar.

These are of course balanced up in the next

world and a liberal supply of paper sycee is needful
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to square up the account. There are about 20

Buddhist temples in differents parts of the city.

Taoist temples are much in evidence in Tientsin,

the largest is perhaps the tj-huang temple outside

the east gate of the city. It would seem as though

the San-ta-chiao or (The Three Great Religions) of

Tientsin had entered into partnership in the religious

trade.

For centuries Confucianism stood alone with its

worship of Heaven, its deification of ancestors, and its

personification of nature. Next arose Taoism like a

great giant, gathering the wild beliefs which were

floating in the impure atmosphere of heathenism.

Then came Buddhism with its images and shrines,

its fumes of incense and lighted candles, its monks

in livery and its ritual in Sanscrit. And like a

mighty torrent, it swept from the mountain to the

sea-shore, Taoism scorning to be left behind and

seeking to be all things to all men, reached out its

left hand to Buddhism, and borrowed its legends and

prayers, and with its right hand stole away the

state gods of Confucianism.

In the current number of the Quarterly Review

Sir C. Eliot, K.C.M.G. begins an article on the Reh-

gions of the Far East. " Dealing with China he

makes it plain that too much importance must not be

attached to religious statistics." "The number of

Christians and Moslems can be estimated for they

form communities apart, but not so the three reli-

gions."
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The three religions are Confucianism, Buddhism,

and Taoism, and in China he says " that neither

thought, language, nor practise, has grasped the idea

underl.ving the simple expression to be a Buddhist,

or to be a Taoist. Religion is not conceived to be

something single and definite like nationality. But

although Confucianism is " not in any ordinary sense

a religion," it has had " enormous influence socially

and politically." The moral and intellectual temper

of the official classes are its creation, it has "pro-

duced twenty centuries of gentlemen." Buddhism

has affected nearly every department of art. It has

a more definite religious side. But Buddhist and

Taoist services " often grossly materialistic are

performed for the souls of most Chinese whatever

their opinions in life may have been."

At first Confucianism persecuted Buddhism as

with fire and sword, but as it had no temple rites or

images to offer in its place, centuries later these two

became silent partners.

Mahometanism was established in Tientsin about

600 years ago, and may be regarded as holding some

place in the affections of the people. There are said

to be seven mosques and about 10,000 adherents.

Nearly all butchers except the pork butchers are

Mahometans. Some idea of their number can be gained

by taking note of the sign board they carry wherever

they go. Hui-Hui is written large on their shops.

The most beautiful Mosque is situated outside the

west gate of the city. During the stay of the Indian

soldiers other than the Sikhs, the Mosque was a very
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busy place. It is recorded that about one fourth of

the British army in India are Mahometans, and many

of the soldiers spent much time in the Mosque. There

are four Ah-hungs or priests in Tientsin.

These four religions get along with little friction

and agree to disagree, but thej' keep their disagree-

ments to themselves.

Gathering round the four religions mentioned

there are many local deities and religions which

claim the attention of the people even more than the

imported article.

The Tsai-Li Society (or the true doctrine) has

its headquarters in Tientsin and is supposed to embrace

eight out of every ten families in the city. There is a

small admittance fee of about a dollar, and vows are

to be taken ; they are kept more or less as the

individual feels inclined. They must promise :

—

I—Not to keep chickens

2—Not to keep cats

3—Not to keep dogs

4—Not to burn incense

5—Not to burn paper money
6—Not to worship idols

7—Not to drink wine

8—Not to smoke tobacco.

If half of these were kept, especially the latter

half, this society might be a benefit to society, but

alas ! vows are cheap, especially when made to an idol.

Aficestral worship is a very essential part of this

religion. As in the case of all secret societies there is

a pass sentence into any Tsai-I,i-Society.
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" Kuan-Shih- Yin-P'u-Sha." (The gods can look

round and hear the sounds).

Hsiao-Hao- Tih (or Great Merit Society) seems to

be little more than transmigration and gives a set of

rules of conduct and punishment of offences. A few

only from the long list will suffice :

—

The man who abuses the privilege of speech

either by saying what is incorrect, or in other

words telling lies, or abusing his neighbour, will

in the next world or in the next birth here on

earth appear either as a mosquito or a worm.

The man who will not be obedient to his

superiors or carry out orders he may receive, will

certainly become either a mule or a horse.

The man who insists on seeing what it is

improper to look upon, and thus abuse the privi-

leges of sight, will certainly be a bird in the next

existence. Birds can look in front and behind

and thus a man of this class will be suited, for he

will see as much as he wished.

There is a close resemblance between this society

and the Buddhist Sect in some things. Many of the

rules and regulations are the same.

Tai-ShAN-IyAo-Chun

is very popular in Tientsin, as it is mainly connected

with the slaughter of demons and the healing of disease.

There is some connection between this society and

Tai Shan in Shantung, the great sacred mountain.
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Very often you will see stones inserted in tbe gable of

a house with the words Tai-Shau-Shih or (the stone

from Tai Shan). I have stood on the mountain side

and seen the crowds going up, some on their hands and

knees and have asked them why they thus come so

far, and the answer has always been to " Sheu Hao"
or (gain merit). On their return I have asked them

again as to their success, but with heavy hearts they

were obliged to confess that they had soUgbt in vain.

Stones are carried away to all parts of the empire and

many have found their way to Tientsin, where it is

hoped that some of the power and influence will

follow. All over the country there are stones placed

at the side of rivers where they are liable to break

their banks, facing dangerous rapids, at cro.ss-

roads, and facing the entrance to public and private

buildings. The stones are of various sizes, shapes, and

designs. They are surmounted by the head of a

monster ; below are the characters Tai-Shan-Shih

(this stone is from the Tai mountain). The Chinese

say that no demon will face such a monster, who
guards the way to any dwelling, crossroads or rapids.

The origin of this superstition is as follows :—on the

highest peak of Tai-Shan (one of the five sacred

mountains of China) there is a god who decapitates

demons, whose name is "Kan-Tang," and any stone

carried from Tai Shan with Kan Tang's figure engraven

thereon can destroy or oppose demons and drive away
disease.

Tien-Ti-Chun which roughly translated is the

heaven, earth, god. Almost all the people belong
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to this, as it is connected with loyalty to the emperor
of China who is ex-officia the Son of Heaven.

I propose now to exhibit some of the Tientsin

local deities and that in the order of popularity. It

will be noted that Tientsin people are like the

Athenians, " very religious jet wit/wtd true religion.
"

And the first on the list is the Tien Ti Sheu
(heaven and earth god), who had been specially

provided to fill up such a gap as there was in Athens,

when they erected an alter to the '

' Unknown God. '

'

I :

—

Tien-Ti-Shen (heaven and earth). This

god is placed in a little niche in the wall of the front

yard of the dwellings. The shrine is usually in a

prominent place, so that the spirit can see all going in

and out of the yard, and can in turn be seen by the

numerous spirits as they pass in and out. The general

idea being that this god is the policeman among the

spirits as they wander about and keeps them in good

order. Seeing him they all know that this family

should be protected from sickness and calamity of

various kinds. If in any small matters there is neglect

he is able to fill up the breach, and that there is no

need here for au " Altar to an Unk7iown God."

1 :
—Tsao-Wang, or the (kitchen god) is the

next most popular deity in Tientsin. He is worship-

ped on the first and the fifteenth of each Chinese

moon. Tens of thousands of this idol are sold, as he

must be renewed each Chinese New Year. His

temple is a little niche in the brick cooking range in

the kitchen. His shrine is often filled with smoke
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and his majesty sells for one cash. "Every empire

has an emperor and every family a ruler '

' is an oft

repeated proverb, the ruler of the family being the

kitchen god. His duties are two-fold (i) He knows

intimately the faults of the family and takes account

of their misdeeds. (2) He stands as mediator be-

tween the family and the great Supreme Ruler. So

that he is at once an object of fear and honour. On
the twenty-third day of the last moon of the year

he is supposed to ascend to heaven to report to his

superiors, and is received home again on the Chinese

New Year Eve.

His ascension is attained by placing him inside a

little lamp stand covered with red paper for a sedan

chair. This is placed before the door, sugar or syrup

being first rubbed on his lips, the idea being that he

will only tell sweet things about the family when on

high. He is received back again on New Year's Eve
when the family will place another idol in the little

shrine where he will do duty for another year.

Perhaps there is no god more popular in Tientsin

than the

J :—Fox GOD. Associated with him is the weasel,

hedgehog, snake, and rat, or the W/io, Huang,

Pai, Lui, and Hui. They are all worshipped in Tien-

tsin, but the Fox is the most popular. There is a

small temple in the Drum Tower in the centre of the

city, and the Fox God is suppo.sed to be in and around

this place. Doubtless the Drum Tower would have

been destroyed by the Provisional Government in 1900

but for the strenous efforts made by the Chinese for its
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retention. The Fox is supposed to have control of

the official seals belonging to the high offices of

Government. In times past when the Viceroy ar-

rived at his official residence after appointment, he

went to the temple, knelt down, bowed his head to

the ground three times, and offered three cups of

wine, three sticks of incense, and two candles in

order to secure the good will of the Fox, the Keeper

of the Seals.

Unless the Fox should be worshipped it is assert-

ed by the people that the seal would be lost, or that the

yamen would catch fire. There are some very wonder-

ful stories told of the powers of the Fox in this city.

He is supposed to have power to change at pleasure

into human form by entering the bodies of men and

women. Sometimes diseases are attributed to this

animal and it is accordingly worshipped by the sick one

or on his account by others in order to induce it not

to injure, molest, or vex, the sick person. Its invis-

ible agency in preventing success in business is much
dreaded by the people. There is no image or picture

of a Fox to be seen but simply an imaginary Fox
somewhere. Every second and sixteenth of the

Chinese moon a great many people burn incense, and

prostrate themselves before the image you have often

seen. A few weeks ago I stepped into the temple

and found several worshippers in the act of prostrating

themselves, amongst them a boy of about twelve

years of age, and from his uniform I knew he was a

student in one of the Government Schools. I had a

little conversation with him and found he was
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anxious that the Fox God should help him in his

examinations. He was very much in earnest for

while the other worshippers were content with one

stick of incense he had two. The Fox is also wor-

shipped at the San-T'ai-Mlao. The sick and their

friends go to this temple to consult Dr. Fox with all

kinds of diseases. Prescriptions are sold by the

priests. Nearly always the walls of the Fox temples

are covered with written tablets presented by devotees

on recovery. On the Drum Tower you can see very

many such. Some say "With a pious heart I pray," or

again " Piety is Efficacious," " Prayer is sure to have

an answer," etc. Drug stores and idol shrines are

conveniently situated in all parts of the city whose

deities have considerable fame in the healing of

various diseases. To these the people carry most of

their sicknesses.

Next in importance to the Fox is the

4 :

—

Snake god. He is worshipped in the San-

T'ai and the Ch'eng-wang temples. The clay idol

usually has a human head and a snake's body. If a

snake is discovered in any house the owner must im-

mediately go to the temple there to burn incense and

prostrate himself. Not many years ago a small snake

was carried through the streets of Tientsin in proces-

sion, and was afterwards deposited in the city temple

where it was worshipped by the then Viceroy I/i

Hung-chang. Dr. Timothy Richard informed me
on his recent visit that at that time he visited the

temple. The snake was shown to him by the priest

and it was about 12 inches long. It remained there
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for a long time as an object of worship, but in 1900

made its escape.

5 :

—

Pei-lao-tai-tai is one of the goddesses who
is very proficient in the healing of children's diseases,

and she finds very many devotees in Tientsin.

6 :

—

The SHA-TI-Shin or (The Foolish Brother

God). There is a big idol in the Tien Hou Kuug
Temple. His special power is to cure children's

diseases. On the recovery of the patient the proper

thing is to present a hat or a pair of shoes as a

thaukofliering, and at the same time a small fee to the

priest in charge. Many such offerings ma}- be seen

at the above-mentioned temple. In time they find a

market outside, when the proceeds are divided among
the priests.

7 :

—

Wang-SAN-nai-nai is also a physician

especially looking after female diseases and the evil

spirits which lead children astray. Besides that she

can shield them from death. The donkey is the one

on which she is supposed to ride while visiting her

patients, and the servant accompanies her wherever

she goes.

8 :

—

Chang-hsiEN-yeh is especially able in cases

of fright, and where children are concerned. All

frights are supposed to be the result of the bite of the

Heavenly Dog. So by burning incense and prostra-

tions before this idol the child recovers immediately

and all the evil effects of the bite are eradicated.

9:—Lu-BAN AND Chang-ban the (Carpenter

and Mason God). Lu-ban was a famous mechanic in

(Lu-kuo) at the time of Confucius. Many wonderful
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Stories are related of liim. It is said that his father

having beau put to death by the men of the neigh-

bouring prefecture (Wu-kuo) carved an effigy of

wood whose hand pointed in the direction of Wu-kuo,
where in consequence a drought prevailed for three

years. On the supplication of the people of Wu-kuo
he cut off the hand of the image, when raiu at once

began to fall. Chang was a bricklayer and afterwards

become immortal. Before erecting a new house it is

no uncommon thing to put this image on a beam and

worship. In all carpenter .shops in Tientsin this idol

is most zealously worshipped.

11 :—YuAN-TAi or the (God of Wealth) only

occupies a secondary position now, as the God of

Riches has taken his place. Yuau-tai lived in the

reign of Chiang-tai-kung and one of his exploits was

riding a black tiger, and hurling a large pearl which

burst like a bomb. He was overcome by witchcraft
_

A straw man was made to represent him and its eyes

and heart were pierced with darts. On his death he

was appointed the God of Wealth.

12 :

—

The god op riches is one of the most

popular idols in Tientsin, as in many other places.

His birthday is on the fifth of the fifth moon. On
that occasion the merchants and shop-keepers spread

a feast in his honour, or as they say " Drink wine to

the God of Riches."

Business is not resumed and shops are not re-

opened after the New Year till a sacrificial feast has

been given this idol. Sitting by his side are two

servants called "Swift Riches " and " Gain Market

"
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who are considered divinities of no mean rank. The
God of Riches is reverently and devoutly worshipped

by burning incense before his shrine, lighting a candle

in front of the sign-board and placing a cup of wine at

the feet of the image. The God of Riches is one of

the chief among the gods, and it is in his worship

that the streams of covetousness and idolatry, flow

into the great lake of worldliness.

13 :—I/U-Tsu is a Taoist god, and there is a

temple dedicated to him in the city. He exercises

wonderful powers of deciding destiny, and arranging

auspicious days for ceremonies. His decision and

advice is made known by securing a dish of sand, and a

thin stick, the end of which is held by the worshipper.

In some wonderful way the pencil-like stick writes in

the sand the destiny and fortune of the individual,

and sends communications to any who consult him.

His temple is in the west suburb of the city.

14:

—

Yen-kuang or the (Goddess of Eyes) is

worshipped at the Niang Niang Kung Temple. This

shrine is visited by all those afflicted with blindness

or eye disease. It is supposed that this goddess was

the daughter of an emperor. When a young girl she

devoted herself to religious studies and practices so

that according to the Taoist theory she became a

genii. Dwelling alone in the mountains she spent

mo.st of her time in meditation. At this time her

imperial father was .seized with some terrible disease

and his physicians informed him that his only chance

of recovery was in taking a medicine made by boiling

the eyes and arms of his datighter. After a while
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the emperor proposed tlie matter to the princess who,

we are told, cheerfully consented to sacrifice her life

to her father's good. The gods were so pleased with

her filial devotion, that they gave her a thousand

arms and a thousand eyes. This idea of the boiling

of arms and eyes is doubtless the foundation of many
of the vile tales told for so many years against

foreigners, but which happily now are almost dead.

This goddess has many worshippers inTient.siu and is

very popular.

15:

—

The god of horses or (Ma Shin). An
annual festival is given to this god in Tientsin. It is

usually celebrated by a theatrical performance which

is paid for by the owners of the .stock or the stables.

It might surpri.se many foreigners if they knew how
zealously this idol is worshipped before the races by

the ma-fu's. This idol is under official patronage.

Grooms attached to the yamens are very regular

worshippers of this idol, the main object being to

secure health and mettle to their horses.

16 :—I,OH-YiN-SHAN or the (Barbers' God). He
taught men the art of shaving and hair cutting and

is now worshipped by all barbers who shave heads,

scrape faces, plait the queues, clean the ears, wipe the

eye-lids, and thump the backs of the Chinese men.

17:—HsiEN-YUAN or the (Tailors' God). It is

said that before he lived men wore either nothing in

the shape of clothes or raiment of fig-leaves and grass,

and he taught them to wear pants. He was deified

and is worshipped in most tailor shops.
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'18 :—Tu-KANG or the (God of Wine), was cue of

the early distillers of wiue from rice,, and is worship-

ped" iu the wine-shops iu the city three times a year,

when he is requested, to give it a good flavour and

preserve it from injury. At worship his picture is

burned in the courtyard, his face always being turned

toward the west to allow him to go to the Western

Paradise. His worshippers in China as in some other

lands are apt to carry "red apples" on their nose,

and " peach blossoms '

' on their cheeks.

19:

—

Ker-shenn-hung or the (Jugglers' God).

It is said he could blow a grain of rice out of his mouth

and it would turn into a thousand bees. He Would

call them back and eat them like rice.

20 :

—

Lamp god is much worshipped in Tientsin

as its power consists in protection given during the

watches of the night when all is dark. It shall be

light if the Lamp God is worshipped.

21 :

—

God of theatres, all who take the stage

up as a profession must worship this idol constantly.

He can give good memory to repeat his lines.

22 :

—

Lung-WANG or the (God of Rain). We
doubtless have all heard of the high officials going to

the temple to pray for rain in times of drought. This

is the divinity said to have the power to give the

needed showers.

23 :

—

Door gods are those pasted or painted on

the doors. They are used by all classes of society, but

they are more noticeable on the doors of yamens and

public buildings. Those in general Use are made of
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paper but on the larger yamens they are painted.

There are in reality only two door gods but they are

represented in various forms according to the taste or

ability of the artist. These door gods are pasted on

the doors some days before the New Year. In families

where they are in mourning, the four characters, shen-

tu-yii-lay (the names of the original gods) take the

place of the figures usually pasted up. On public

buildings the Door God is often life size. Any one

wishing to see what I mean will be accommodated at

the Imperial Medical School, Taku Road. The origin

of this custom is as follows : The founder of the

Tang dynasty A.D. 618-905 had two famous generals

who helped to gain the empire for the new house.

The name of one was Chin-Chang and the other

Ching-T^. After the death of these two generals the

emperor was taken seriously ill and they both

appeared to him in a dream and were the means of his

recovery. As a mark of imperial favour the emperor

deified them as door gods for his palace to keep

watch and hinder evil spirits from entering. In

course of time these two became door gods for the

common people and are now used in almost every

province and by all the people.

It will be noticed that most of the idols are

worshipped for the purpose of destroying demons or

for relief in sickness. If there was no sickness there

would be little idol worship. In sickness the people

have recourse to some god or goddess whom they

suppose has the control of the particular disease with

which they are taken. They burn incense and
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implore a speed3' recovery. The credit is given to

the divinity worshipped and an offering made. If the

person dies the idol worshipped is not regarded as to

blame, but the thank-offering which would have been

rendered in case of recovery is withheld. The death

is .simplj' accounted for by saying it is in accordance

with the reckoning of Heaven. If one dies it is

simply because Heaven wills it. When the members
of a family are sick one after the other, the sickness

is very often attributed to the evil agency of a god

called " the destroying'' god, who is believed to cause

disease in families. Some families employ the Taoist

priests. The ceremony of driving out the destroying

god lasts according to the option of the family

employing them ; it may be from one day to three

according to the amount of money they determine to

spend on this occasion .... A temporary altar is

erected and on this are arrauged various portable

images, candlesticks, cen.sers, and other things used

in the ceremony. The priests chant their I,iturgy,

ring their bells, and march in concert round the altar.

The merit of their performance is all supposed to go

to the benefit of the sick, and it is hoped the destroy-

ing spirit will take his departure.

Sometimes the priest produces three paper charms,

one of which is to be stuck up over the door of the

sick room, another is to be worn on the person of the

sick, and the third to be burnt and its ashes mingled

with hot water are to be drunk by the sick person.

If the patient is married the sickness is attributed

to the spirit of his former wife or her former husband,
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which after long search has succeeded in finding its

partner. A very prevalent belief among the people

is that those who insult the idols will be seized with

colic, or other painful disease, as the positive punish-

tneut for such conduct.

Some years ago our mission came into po-ssession

of a temple in the city of Peking including the idols.

While repairing the building and transforming it into

a chapel we removed the idols to the attic of the old

Wiley Institute. One day we decided to take the

head of the largest one and send it home as a curio.

Being life size and heavy I called a coolie to help hold

while I took the saw. I only succeeded in giving it

a scratch when the coolie ran and could not be

induced to return to help finish the work. He was

afraid of colic. Needless to say since then there

has come years and we trust wisdom which would

hinder me making any attempt of the kind again.



RELIGION IN TIENTSIN 21

SUPERSTITIONS

The Chinese are firm believers in Ghosts, and

haunted houses with their blood curdling stories are

a constant topic of conversation in the tea-houses.

These stories are told with great zest by the gossips

who attend these places. If a person has been

killed, or died under suspicious circumstances, their

ghosts are seen reflected on the walls or tiles of the

house on a moon light night, and no one will stay

in such a house for that night. If the people are able

to move they do so, thus a desirable house is often

sold cheap. I know of several mission houses in the

interior which we first secured in this way.

In Tientsin Government offices and public build-

ings and temples, have a high wall built acro.ss the

entrance some distance from the door, for the purpose

of preventing evil spirits from entering these places.

Many private houses if they face an open space, or

are overlooked by some unlucky building, also have

these "Ying-Peis" or walls. These walls are built

in a zig-zag manner to prevent demons who are

said to go in a straight line from getting into the

house. The Ying-Pei in front of Government build-

ings have a monster somewhat after the shape of a

lion painted in gaudy colours, to remind the official

he must not covet. The animal is represented as

trying to grasp the sun whilst trampling the eight

treasures under his feet as being beneath his notice.
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The belief that the unseen world is very similar

to the present one is very common among the Chinese,

And a great deal of the worship of ancestors is based

upon this belief. Very often you will see on the

streets, being carried to the burial ground, paper

imitations of houses, furniture, food, servants, money,

and every other thing needed in the unseen world.

These are burned for the use of the departed.

In most countries superstitions are largely con-

fined to the ignorant people, and are not found among
the educated. But in China among the old officials

there are those who are quite as superstitious as the

common people, in fact they are the leaders in many
of the superstitions such as Peng-shui, and reverence

for written characters. Every district city has one

or more pagodas built by the subscriptions of the

gentry, to control the literary influences of the dis-

trict. No mining operations may take place in certain

districts for fear of disturbing the literary influences

so precious to the gentry.

It is no uncommon sight to see a small mirror hung
over the door of houses or the words " I Shan " writ-

ten ou a board. The belief is that demons who would

enter the house, looking into the mirror are frighten-

ed at tlieir own faces, or as the proverb has it " One
good deed will cancel a thousand evil," and demons

are afraid to enter a house supposed to be fond of

doing good. These tnirrors are usuall}' placed where

the sharp angles of a house point directly towards a

doorway, as the demons in their flight may strike

against these angles, and are driven straight into the

house opposite.
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I am sure we feel grateful that

" We were not born as millions are

Where God was never known
And taught to say a useless prayer

To blocks of wood and stone."

The Psalmist iu 115 says :

—

" Their idols are silver and gold, the work of

men's hands. They have mouths but they speak not,

eyes have they but they see not. They have ears but

ihey hear not, noses have they but they smell not,

they have hands but they handle not, feet have they

but they walk not, neither speak they through their

throat,"

A Visit to an Idol Maker's Shop must of necessity

be of great interest to those who would understand

how the idols become so fascinating to the worshippers.

There are hundreds of people in Tientsin who make
a living by making idols and who cater to heathen

worship. Idol and incense making is quite a trade.

And I have been informed that the Japanese are help-

ing to supply the market.

The manner of bringing the spirit into contact

with the mud, wood, or brass idol, is of deep

interest. Standing in the shop we see many images

in different stages of progress. The rough block of

wood, or piece of mud, to the finished article with

human features. If you inquire you will be informed

that these are not yet living gods but are only the

forms that are to be possessed later by some deity who
will make it a part of himself as the body is a part of

the soul.
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It is a common practice to place a piece of cloth

over the face of the idol and a piece of paper over

each eye, so that he can not see the process of

manufacture or beautifying. When finished he is

painted or washed with gold. A chicken is killed and

a little of its blood rubbed on his eyelids when the

paper is removed. With burning incense, and

prostrations the spirit enters and from that moment

the image is a god, and has power according to his

kind.

In the case of necessary repairs on the idol such

as the addition of new arms, legs, ears, or nose, this

can only be done after the spirit has left his material

home with any degree of safety. The idol is covered

with a cloth, his eyes are pasted up and with the

usual prostrations and the burning of incense the spirit

leaves its abode. The all important thing is to keep

him from seeing what is going on. In answer to

my query as to reasons I was informed that if

the idol could see what was going on he would get

angry and spite the workmen, and that the spirit

or "ling" would leave his abode in disgu.st never

to return if he could see the process of mending.

After necessary repairs the same process as before is

gone through and the spirit returns. The idol is then

ready to take its place in the temple or shrine where

its "services" may be required.

Feng-shut plays a great part in idol worship and it

will be well for us to look at the subject for a moment.

The meaning of feng-skui is really wind and

water. This is the most prominent of superstitions
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ingrained in the constitution of the Chinese peo-

ple. The first point to be noted is that it regulates

the connection between the living and the dead.

The quietness of the one insuring the peace and

prosperity of the other. And the unrest of the

dead will cause them to wander back and avenge

themselves by withholding from the living prosperity

and happiness. It is therefore a matter of prime

importance in selecting a place for the family grave,

yard that it should be done with reference to

conserving the interests of both parties, the living

and the dead. Another important point in feng-

shui is the relation between the five planets and the

five elements. The course of Jupiter, Mars, Venus,

Mercury, and Saturn have their counterparts in wood,

fire, metal, water and earth, by which names these

planets are called.

The supposed position of the dragon and tiger

all enter into the discussion of feng-shui and conse-

quently the religion of the people. In the year 1893

it was my duty to take over a new site which had

been given us in exchange for one we had relinquish-

ed. The deputy sent by 1a Hung-chang for this

purpose took me round the old buildings and pointed

out a small tree with an incense pot at its roots

and several sticks of incense burning.

The deputy informed me that this tree managed

the feng-shui of this plot, and that there would surely

be trouble if we attempted to move that small tree.

I replied that it would be necessary to remove that

tree as it stood about the middle of where we expected
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to build a chapel. Ah ! he said " you foreigners have

great nerve ; no Chinaman would dare to move it."

Needle.ss to say we did remove the tree and so far as

I know no harm befell the workmen, though five

years later the place fell a prey to the Boxer rage.

Everything must be decided according to /e7ig-

s/iui, though in Tientsin fe^ig-shui has had a

terrible shock. City walls gone, double story

houses ou every street, and feng-shui calcuations

knocked to pieces.

Changing Residence

in Tientsin, for many of the people, is no easy matter,

not so much for the amount of furniture to be

removed, as the fear of evil spirits causing calamity.

A lucky day having been ascertained from the

fortune-teller some one must first enter the house

to say "let there be good luck and happiness,"

and after this the furniture may be moved in. Great

caution must however be taken that nothing is

carried out. The former tenants always take up a

few bricks from the "K'ang" before leaving that

the good may accompany them and the bad be left.

The moving of the kitchen range is a very delicate

matter for as we have seen " Tsao-Wang " or the

kitchen god is one of the most important of the

gods worshipped.

The night before moving, incen.se and candles are

placed in the hall and no person entering the house

must go empty handed. The senior male member of

the family carries in a ve.ssel in which there is a little
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of each of tbe five grains then the mother carrying

a mirror in front of her, followed by some person

carrying the family idols. The ancestral tablets,

with bell, incense, jar, all follow in their proper

order. The father then repeats a few sentences

which have been put into ver.se as follows :

—

Peace at home, and goodly treasure

Festive joys increase our pleasure.

Ten-thousand fold from fertile field

Happiness, long life, their blessing yield.

Descendants in abundance rise

Men of talent, carry off the prize.

All things prosper to our liking

Good luck, great good, our pathway striking.
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TEMPLES

There are at least two traditions recorded relating

to the origin of Ancestral Temples and their accom-

panying tablets. According to one account it

originated during the Chau dynasty, B. C. 350. An
attendant on the Prince of Tsin, cut a piece of flesh

from his thigh and had it cooked for his master, who
was perishing from hunger. He was unable to con-

tinue to travel on account of the pain, and was

afterwards burnt to death in a wood that was set on

fire. The prince found his corpse, and erected a

temple and tablet to his memory, and offered incense

before it daily.

The other account is derived from one of the

popular stories relating to filial piety. According to

this story some time during the Han dynasty which

ended about A. D. 25, Ting San lost his father and

mother when he was young, and never was able to

obey and support them. While thinking of their

toils and troubles on his account he carved images of

them, and served them as though they were alive.

His wife however would not reverence them. One day

she took a needle and in sport pricked their fingers,

when blood ran out. " Ting San" afterwards look-

ing at the wooden images observed their eyes filled

with tears. According to another traditon, when a

little boy " Ting San " was disobedient to his parents

but finally became very filial. One day his mother

was taking some refreshment to him, while at work
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in the fields. She tripped her foot against the root of

a fir tree and fell to the ground. From the effects

of this fall she died , whereupon '

' Ting San '

' took the

root of this tree and made some images of his parents.

If what "Ting Sa?i" did was the origin of the

ancestral tablets he doubtless did what he had no

intention of doing. He easily effected what few are

able to achieve though myriads spend their lives in

the attempt—he made his name immortal in history,

he inaugurated a custom which has been imitated by

untold millions—that of worshipping deceased parents

aud ancestors under some visible and tangible symbol.

Before giving a description of the temples of

Tientsin, it is necessary to state that there are none

of great importance compared with many in Peking

and other places. Take the "Temple of Heaven"

as it is called by foreigners, or more properly " T/ie

Temple for Praying for a Propitious Year." This

temple is not built on the ground, but upon the top

of the north altar, which consists of three marble

terraces, 27 feet in height, with marble rails, the

marble top of the altar forming the floor of the

temple, which rises to the height of 94 feet. The

building is circular with a spacious dome made by a

triple roof of tiles, the highest section only covering

the center of the temple, and is ornamented with rich

carving and painting. As the round windows are

shaded by Venetians of blue glass rods strung to-

gether, the light of the sun within becomes an ethereal

blue. This edifice resting on the marble is the most

imposing and remarkable structure in the capital. Its
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dome, tlie colour of the heavens, which the architec-

ture as the earthly temple is inteuded to represent, as

the heaveus above are here worshipped on the earth

beneath, the earthly being a symbol of the heavenly.

The most famous temple in the empire however,

is that of Confucius in his native city of Chu-Fu-Hsien,

Shantung. Though while he lived no sovereign re-

ceived him as a counsellor, accepted him as a legisla-

tor, or placed him in permanent office, yet no sooner

did he rest in his tomb than the name Confucius was

sounded through the six kingdoms. Many titles were

conferred by emperors in after ages :
" Confucius the

ancie^it teacher, accomplished and illustrious, all com-

plete, the perfect sage." Afterwards it was abbreviated

Confucius the ancient teacher, the perfect sage." Just

after his death one of the kings caused a temple to be

erected, and ordered that sacrifices should be offered at

the four seasons of the year.

I have visited the great temple. Within the

sacred enclosure is the stump of an old tree planted

writh his own hand, the well from which he drauk.

and the pavilion on the spot where his school-hou.se

stood, where were educated the philosophers of China.

In front is the library building and a number of monu-

mental slabs. By the side is the palace of the duke

of the Confucian clan, and within are buildings, one

of which contains a statue of Confucius' father, and a

tablet to his mother, a pavilion of the dragon throne on

which the emperor sat when he visited Chu-Fu-H.siek.

The main building has a large guilded image of Con-

fucius, and near him the images of twelve of his most
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celebrated disciples (Mencius being one of the twelve)

and a little distance away are the images of the 72

disciples. The founder of the Han dynasty, B. C. 194

visited this tomb and offered an ox in sacrifice, and his

clothes and hat being still preserved, were placed be-

fore the alter. The beauty of this temple cannot be

described adequately, and all other temples are in

some measure a copy. In the empire there are said

to be 1560 Confucian temples, one for each province,

department, and county. Tientsin can boast of both

a provincial (Fu), and a county (Hsien) temple ; both

are just inside the east gate of the old city. Then
there is a City Temple to Confucius in the north-

west corner. On the day preceding the sacrifice in

the temple worshippers go in and bow before the

tablet of the sage. The great sacrifice is in the fifth

watch of the night. There is no information as to

the age of these temples, but we are safe in suppos-

ing that they go back for over 1000 years. All

officials must go to these teniples and prostrate them-

selves at regular intervals.

I.—Tai-wang-miao is at Ho-Pei and is a famous

temple for sailors to worship at. Boatmen's idols

are very numerous and this temple is a favourite

shrine for their worship. There are very many
"lucky" and unlucky days. Every captain and

sailor about to start on a journey ascertains which is

a lucky day for casting anchor ; and though they may
only move a few hundred yards on that day, they are

at rest as to the success of the journey. In connec-

tion with the casting of the anchor there is also
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sacrifice to the river gods, the firing of crackers and

the beating of the gongs. Another boatman's supersti-

tion is in connection with whistling and howhng for

the wind. Boatmen are very superstitious about

fixing the place of anchoring at night. If you ask

such a question you rarely get a direct answer, as he

supposes to name the place is unlucky, and some ac-

cident may happen in consequence. No one is allowed

to stand on the extreme end of the boat, as this place

is reserved for the River God. With all this in mind

it will be seen how important this temple is to all

sailors and boatmen.

In the T'ai-Wang-Miao and the Feng-Shen-

Miao there is a goddess worshiped by most families

having business connected with the navigation of

rivers or the ocean. Her temples are numerous and

sometimes large and expensive. This goddess it is

said was the daughter of a man who with his

sons was engaged as a sailor. He was born during

the year 700, Sung dynasty. One day while she was

engaged in the employment of weaving in her mother's

house, she fell asleep through excessive weariness,

her head resting upon her loom. She dreamed that

she saw her father and her two brothers on their

separate junks in a terrific storm. She exerted herself

to rescue them from danger. She immediately seized

with her mouth, upon the junk which contained her

father, while with her hands she caught a firm hold

upon the two junks which contained her brothers.

She was dragging them all to shore when alas, she heard

the voice of her mother calling her, and as she was
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an obedient girl, forgetting that she held her father's

junk by her mouth she hastily opened it to answer

her mother. She awoke in great distress and lo ! it

was a dream, but not all a dream, for in a few days

news arrived that the fleet in which the family junks

were, had encountered a dreadful storm and that the

one in which her father was, had been wrecked and

he had perished while those in which her brothers were

were saved. The girl knew that she had been the

means of the salvation of her brothers. This girl

became as the result of her dream, one of the most

popular objects of worship in the empire. The
emperors of China have at various times conferred

various high-sounding titles upon her, some of which

seem blasphemous.

She is called " Qtteen of Heaven," Her ladyship

the Heavenly Queen," etc. We may well be reminded

of the titles given her, and the worship and honors

paid her of the titles which are given to the mother

of Jesus, by the authority of the Pope of Rome.

Sailors belonging to junks which go to sea and those

who work on rivers often take with them incense dust

from the censer. These ashes they carry about their>

person in a small red bag. Several of these I have

come across on the beach at Pei-tai-ho. When there

is a violent storm at sea and there seems but little

hope that the junk will outride it, the sailors all

kneel down and with the bag in hand implore the

goddess to send deliverance. The sailors' goddess

has two principal assistants whose images stand one

on each side of her in the temples.
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Several temples in Tientsin are occupied for other

purposes than worship, such as the Tai-Sz-Miao in

the Austrian Concession ; nobody goes there to wor-

ship. The Yao-Wang-Miao is used as a middle

school. The Swang-Chung-Miao at the West City is

al.so used as a school. The lyii-Tzii-Sz at the West

City is a deserted place just now as it is used as a

police station. The Lung-Wang-Miao is used as

offices and in many of these places worshippers are

only admitted on the payment of 5 cents, and needless

to say the result is to decrease the number of wor-

shippers. The Tai-Fii-Sz is at the Ho-Tung and

occupied by Austrian soldiers. There are not many
people who go there to worship.

2 :•—SuNG-WANG TEMPLE was dedicated to a

Mongol. This temple is just outside the west gate

of the city. Sung-Wang was a Mongol prince who
led soldiers and fought at the time of the Tai-ping

rebellion. He came down from Mongolia with a camel

corps, and did great execution among the rebels it is

said. In the year i860 when the French and British

marched to Peking, Sung Wang's troops opposed them

at Pah-Li-Chiao, 8 it from Tung-Chou. His force

was cut up and scattered and he died in Peking in 1864.

This temple was erected to commemorate all the

wonderful deeds done in helping to preserve China.

3 :

—

Hai-kuang-SZ or (Bright Sea Temple) stood

where the Japanese barracks are now. Years ago it

was a famous temple and old residents well remember

the sound of the big bell as it floated across the

plain calling the priests to worship. Needless to
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say the same bell calls our gallant firemen to duty
at this date. The feug-shui of the temple has
been destroyed, and few worshippers go there now.
Attached to this temple was au arsenal which was a

strong Boxer position in 1900. In and around this

temple many a brave soldier laid down his life on the

13 of July, 1900. The only land-mark left however,

is the little wooden bridge across the canal and over

which the foreign soldiers had to cross and while

doing so became a target for Chinese guns. The
country between this temple and the .south gate of

the city was indeed sprinkled with the blood of many
a brave soldier.

The commanding officer of the U. S. troops, Col.

Liscum, was killed not far away. The land secured

for the new Methodist Episcopal Mission is about the

centre of the battle-field where there were 775 causa-

lities among the foreign troops on one day. The
Chinese General Nieh was killed close to Hai-kuang-sz

temple. So that while the temple is practically

deserted it remains as a place of great historic interest.

4:—Tsu-CHU-iviN Temple is no longer in existence.

Till 1900 it stood about where the present French

market stands. It took its nanae from a few sprigs of

bamboo which were cultivated in the temple yard.

All evidences of the temple and bamboo have long

since been, swept away.

5:—TsBNG-KUO-FAN Temple was erected to the

memory of the viceroy appointed after the Tientsin

Massacre in 1870. This temple stands at Hopei and

is interesting as the place given to Dr. McKenzie for
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use as a Dispensary by lyi-Huug-cbang. It was here

the first medical work was commenced in the city.

6:—NiEH TEMPLE stands at Ho-pei. Many will

remember the man in whose memory this temple was

erected. He was the Chinese General in command at

I/U-tai till the Boxer upheaval in 1 900, and was killed

while fighting the foreign troops near the Hai-kuang-

sz. At the beginning of the Boxer war hehonestly

tried to put them down, and was rebuked by the

Empress Dowager as was General Mei. He was then

obliged to turn against many of his friends, the

foreigners, though reluctantly. He died fighting, and

the temple was erected to his memory.

7:—Li-HUNG-CHANG TEMPLE is probably the most

beautiful of all and is capable of seating about 2,000

people it is said. It is used mostly by the students of

Government Schools for worship.

8:—T'iNG TEMPLE stands in memory of the late

admiral T'ing who commanded the Chinese Fleet at

Wei-hai-wei while fighting the Japanese. It will be

remembered that he committed suicide by drowning
himself.

There are many other temples dedicated to famous

men, but not of any particular interest to our subject.

In and around the city there are about one hundred
temples dedicated to the several deities mentioned.

At these temples there are annual festivals which are

attended by thousands of the people, some for worship,

others for business. But the greater number for what
they can get. I will only mention three of these :
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i:—KuEi-Hui OR DEVIL FESTIVAL is held on the

15th of the 7th Moon. It is supposed that the demons
held in the lower regions, are released at this time for

a longer or shorter period according to the amount
their friends are able to pay. For a good consideration

they may secure their permanent freedom. On the

evening of the above date there is a great procession

along the streets, of men carrying masks representing

the hideous personalities of the lower regions. This

performance is carried on all night and many of the

people spend considerable sums over it.

2:

—

C'heng-wang temple Festival is celebrated

at the Cheng Wang Temple on the 4th day of the 8th

moon. Perhaps some who reside in the settlements

have seen cart loads of women being driven towards

the city with one of them sitting on the front beating

a small gong. These people are pilgrims bound for

the Festival to burn incense.

3:—HuANG-OR-iMPERiAL-HUi or Festival is held

at the famous Niang-Kung Temple. This is held on

the i8th day of the 3rd moon. All these festivals

are a great harvest time for the priests, and are looked

forward to by business men.

Besides these there is the "dragon festival," "feast

of lanterns, "anniversary of the death of Confucius,"

dragon boat festival," "feast of heavenly gifts,"

"spirits festival," all these and many more are observed

on the proper dates.
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CHRISTIANITY

Christianity came less than fifty years ago and

attacked this heavy mass of stereotyped superstition,

and idolatry, and some measure of success has follow-

ed yet not what we could wish. The first Protestant

convert was baptised two years after the arrival of

the first Protestant missionary in i860. In Canton

the first baptism did not take place for seven years,

and the organization of the first Christian church

occupied twenty-eight years after the arrival of

Morrison.

At E''oochow it was nine years before the first

convert was baptised , so that Tientsin showed fruit

earlier than mo.st of the open ports of China.

We turn first to the Catholic Missions because

they were the first in the field. An out-station was

opened here in the year 1847. The foreign priests

resided in Peking till the year i86i.

The Lazarist Mission takes charge of all Catholic

Mission work in Tientsin. As to the early history

little can be gleaned from available sources. When
the H'o-pei Cathedral was destroyed at the Massacre

in 1870, most of the records went to the flames.

But the Lazarist Fathers have kindly placed such

information as they possess at my disposal. From
this information we find the Mission was established

in Tientsin in the year 1847. But for the 14 years

following, i.e., from 1847-61, the Tientsin station was



RELIGION IN TIENTSIN 39

in charge of Chinese priests. In the year 1861

the first foreign priest came to reside here. The
Sisters of Charity of St Vincent-de-Paul came
to Tientsin in 1862, and carried on their work
among women and children till the Massacre in 1870.

At that time ten of them became the victims of the

cruel mob. Several were killed in the compound of

the old cathedral on the Yang-Huo-chieh street and

monuments to their memory remain to this day. The
church at this place was built in the year 1868-9 ^"^

the ruins have but recently been pulled down after

having gone through the flames of mob riot twice.

First during the Massacre and secondly, during the

Boxer upheaval. This Church was peculiar from the

fact that on entering it was necessary to descend about

twelve steps before you reached the floor . . . The
reason for this being by going down it was unneces-

sary to build the church so high as to interfere with

the Chinese ideas on feng-shui. The large Cathe-

dral now standing on the river bank at H'o-pei

was first built in 1869 and went to the flames the

following year at the time of the Massacre. A brief

account of the terrible experiences of the Catholic

missionaries at that time will not, I am sure, be out

of place here.

It might be as well to state that the whole life of

a missionary could not fail to be shrouded in mystery,

to a people whose entire range of ideas were to a

marked degree of a secular and materialistic type.

. . . And perhaps it may be said that in the case of

the Catholic missions especially, this mystery is
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intensified by the air of solemnity and secrecy which

the impressive style of worship, and such religious

exercises as the confessional, throw over their whole

life. For weeks before the actual outbreak an attack

on the Cathedral was contemplated. In the first

instance it did not involve the lives of missionaries or

other foreigners. And the only motive assigned for

the destruction of property was that the beneficial

courses of the feng-shui were considered to be

obstructed by such high buildings.

It was only a few days before the outbreak that

there was any intention to kill foreigners or take life.

But the talk about feng-shui gave way to wild

stories respecting the alleged abduction of Chinese

children and even adults. These were said to have

been put to death and to have been used for various

medical compositions and applications. These absurd

stories were diligently, and rapidly circulated so that

at length it was the topic of conversation ; the cry then

became " Death to all foreigners and destruction to

all foreign property. "

On the outbreak all the property of the Sisters,

and Catholic Mission was destroyed and several of

the missionaries were killed under circumstances of

brutal atrocity. Women whose only fault was that

they had devoted their lives to do good were put to

death. Many of the scholars were saved but thirty

or forty were suffocated in a cave where they had

taken refuge. Twenty foreigners were killed of whom
twelve were ladies. The Protestant chapels were

looted and destroyed. In all sixteen churches and
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chapels suffered in the city aud surrounding country.

Thus the first chapter of mob violence ended aud

will go into history as the Tientsin Massacre, June 21

1870.

The Tientsin Missionary Association of that date

sent letters of sympathy to the Cathohc Mission.

Many other places such as Shanghai also joined,

testifying that in the presence of such deep sorrow

there is a touch of nature which makes the world

akin. The Catholic churches were re-erected at least

as far as necessary, for the Ho-Pei Cathedral tower

proved too much for the mob in 1870, as it did for

the Boxers in 1900. All that was needed on both

occasions was that the body of the church be added

to the tower which remained.

I,ookiug at that piece of masonary we may re-

member the fact that it defied the fury of the riot

twice in succession, and in so far it is an example of

how the Gospel is uninjured by heathen rage.

The present St I,ouis' Cathedral was erected in

the years 187 1-2. In the year 1900 the Catholics

had eight fathers killed by the Boxers in the

province, and two in the prefecture of Tientsin.

At present there are five foreign Fathers, and

five Chinese in the district of Tientsin .... There

are about 10,000 members in the prefecture, and

2,900 in the district or county. In Tientsin city

there are four churches.

2 :

—

The Jesuit Mission is represented in Tien-

tsin by a Business Agency only with two foreign

priests in charge.
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Protestant Mission work was commenced in the

year i860 and more than a oassing note should be

made of the men who dug the foundations and were

the pioneers of Protestant mission work in Tientsin.

Dr. Blodget, Dr. Edkins, the Rev. J. Innocent,

the Rev. J. lyces, the Rev. W. N. Hall, and Dr.

C. A. Stanley, who is with us still. In literary and

evangelistic work they were remarkable men. It

was a privilege not to lightly esteem to know and be

associated with them in service. About 15 years

ago there was a meeting of this association held in

the old Temperance Hall when Messrs- Innocent, Ivces,

and Stanley gave reminiscences of their pioneer days.

Since then the two former have joined "The great

majority." But we have a vivid recollection of the

hard experiences of the early days as recited by them.

We have in some measure entered irito their labours.

Twelve years later the Methodist Episcopal Mission

opened work in Tientsin. The first missionary was the

Rev. G. R. Davis, D.D. of Peking. I will now give

a short sketch of each Protestant mission working

here as I have been able to secure the information.

3 : —American Board Mission was the first

Protestant Mission to be established in Tientsin. Dr.

Blodget was the first mi,ssionary ; he arrived Sept. 25,

i860. He first took up his abode in a temple, the

Tien-Hou-Kung and later he resided in the British

Barracks near the east gate where he acted as

chaplain for some time. It is interesting to note

that General Gordon was here at the time, and there

is no doubt Dr. Blodget and he were acquainted. In
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the year 1861 Dr. Blodget moved to a place near the
present Tsaug Men Kou Chapel, and there opened the

first public building for (Protestant) worship in North
China.

In the same year the Rev. J. Doolittle joined

Dr. Blodget, but one year later left for the south.

The first Chinese convert baptised was a blind man
named Chang-You-I,i ; this was on June 9,1852. He
died in the faith some years later. Dr. and Mrs.

Stanley arrived on March 13, 1863. In August of the

same year Mrs. vStaiiley opened the first Girls' School

in Tientsin, the feeble beginnings of Female education.

Dr. Blodget left for Peking Feb. 24, 1864. Dr.

Stanley took his first missionary trip in the autumn
of 1864.

In the year 1865 the missionaries of the New
Connection, lyondon Mission, and American Board

formed a Union for the purpose of doing mission

work in one of the suburbs of the city. Each mission

had charge one month. The place selected was near

Hsi-Ku and was known as the " Hsi-Ku Chapel."

This union work continued for about two years when
other calls became too urgent for its regular perform-

ance and the Union was dropped. In 1865 the

mission rented another building near the Fu yamen

where work was carried on for some time.

In the winter of 1866 at the request of seven

men Dr. Stanley with others took a long country tour,

preached, sold books in towns and villages, and the

result of this trip was the opening of the important

outstation of Pang Chuang in Shantung.
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In the summer of 1867 Dr. Stanley built the first

mi."Son house near the French Concession and resided

there till he removed to Hsi-Ku in 1906. Tung-Chou
station was opened from Tientsin in 1867. At this

time about 70 members were handed over to the I/ond-

on Mission from an out-station at Niug-Ching-Hsien.

During the Massacre the Mission had two chapels

destroyed in the city. The Christians met many
hardships but none were killed.

In 1886 P'ang Chuang was made a separate station

and about 300 members were transfered. The first

Day-school for boys in North China was opened by

Dr. Blodget in 1863. In Tientsin there are three

centres. One in the French Concession —a business

agency. Another in the centre of the city on the

main street East of the Drum Tower. This chapel was
destroyed in 1900 and rebuilt later. Preaching to

the heathen is carried on every da}' and regular

services on Sundays. At this centre there is a Day-

school for girls. Two miles north of the city at

Hsi-Ku is where the missionaries now reside. There

is a chapel, boys' and girls' boarding schools besides

work for women and children. Attached to this

there is an extensive country work under the super-

vision of Mr. Ewiug.

The present staff of the Mission consists of :

—

Dr. and Mrs. Stanley, (1863).

Rev. and Mrs. G. E. Ewing, (1895).

Miss Ellis, (1906).

Mr. Grimes. Treasurer and Business Agent,
(1902).
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4 :

—

The United Methodist Mission was the

second Protestant Mission to be established in Tientsin,

the name at that time being the Methodist New Con-

nection. The Tientsin Mission was opened in 1861.

Its founders were the Rev. W. N. Hall and the Rev. J.

Innocent, both of whom came to China in 1859 ....

Both missionaries were held in high esteem among the

first residents in the port, and it was largely by their

exertions that the first church for English worship

in Tientsin (old Union Church) was built in 1864.

English services were held in this building till the year

1895, when the new Union Church was built. Since

that time the old Union Church has been used for

the Chinese work. In the records of the Massacre it is

stated that a man was caught on the Tower with two

bombs in his possession ready to fire the building. It

stood, however, through the times of the Massacre and

the Boxer outbreak with very little damage. During

the stormy days of 1890 and 91 and again in 1898-9 it

was decided that the alarm signal should be the

ringing of the church bell, and the writer has a

vivid recollection of a very large " gong" hanging on

a tree at the other end of the Bund for the same

purpose, the church bell at one end of the settle-

ment and the gong at the other.

The mission has three churches in Tientsin, the

chief of which is the Tung-Ma-lu or the East

Boulavard Church, where the city wall once stood.

The largest congregation meets in this church.

Then there is a chapel at Shui-Ti-Tzu closely

adjoining the Austrian Concession.
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This was the first mission to open up interior

stations. The work has been very prosperous but

especially so in the country.

In Tientsin there is a Theological College where

converts are trained as preachers. This college is

situated on Taku Road and was founded in 1867, and

is probably the oldest college in North China. The
college has an English and Chinese Principal, and

for the past year the students numbered 19. This

Mission was the first to adopt the electric light in

its chapels. All the chapels in the city were destroyed

by the Boxers, but larger and better buildings have

taken their places. The old chapel at Kung-Pei has

not been rebuilt. The latest statistics for city and

country work is given at 4600. The work in Tientsin

city is terribly undermanned and this may be said of

all the missions.

Daily preaching is kept up in the various centres

in the city, and evening meetings at stated times

when the people can meet the missionary and discuss

topics of common interest but especially religion. The
present foreign staff consists of :—The Rev. and Mrs.

Candlin. (1S80)

5 :

—

The London Mission was opened closely

after the two missions already mentioned. The
work of this mission was commenced by the late

Dr. J. Edkins in May of 186 1. The first chapel

used by the mission was situated in the Nan-Hsieh-

Chieh where Dr. Edkins resided for some time

;

then a place was rented between the double gates of

the old east gate of the city. This was afterwards
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given up and was used as the first chapel' by the
Methodist Episcopal Mission. Dr. Edkins went to

Peking in the year 1863 to open work there. The
Rev. Jonathan Lees arrived in 1862 and was joined
by Mr. James Williamson in 1854... Mr. Williamson
was drowned in the Grand Canal as the I^. M. S.

records state " perhaps with violence."

The Rev. J. Smith Barradale arrived in 1873 and
died in 1878 of famine fever while on Famine
Relief Work. He was buried in the Tientsin

Cemetery and from the inscription on his tombstone

we find that " He introduced Good Templarism into

Tientsin." From this time on there is a list of

honoured names : Dr. Mackenzie who opened the first

Government Medical College in 1881, and who died

in 1888. Many of his old students hold very respon-

sible positions at the present time. Dr. Fred Roberts

succeeded Dr. Mackenzie but died a few years later.

The Hospital on Taku Road is adorned with many
tablets from grateful patients as well as an Imperial

tablet.

The first chapel at Ku-Lou-Shi was built in the

year 1871 and has been rebuilt or altered four times

since. It was destroyed by the Boxers but a useful

chapel has been erected on the site, and is open daily.

Perhaps the most beautiful chapel in North China

and certainly in Tientsin was situated at Ma-Chia-Kou,

which is now included in the Japanese Settlement.

The Mitsu Kaislia offices are built on the old site. It

is said that Mr. Lees spent a considerable sum of his

owu money in its erection. It went to the flames in 1 900.
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Among the Boxer papers found at that tirae there

was a record found giving details and names of those

who did the work of destruction. This was a great

triumph for the Boxers as the place was so near the

settlements. The new chapel on the L,. M. S.

compound is to supply its place .... Woman's
work for Chinese women was commenced in 1886 by
Mrs. I,ance, but she died shortly afterwards. Mrs.

Morrison, Miss Macey and Miss Winterbotham

continued the good work for some time. The Anglo-

Chinese College was built in 1897, but was not much
used till after the Boxer troubles. There are nearly

400 students at present.

English services are held regularly. There is

an interesting Museum in connection with the College.

The Present staff of workers consists of :

—

The Rev. T. and Mrs. Bryson, (1866).

Rev. A. and Dr. King, (1879).

Dr. and Mrs. lyavington Hart, (1892).

Dr. and Mrs. Kirkwood, (1902).

Mr. J. R. Taylor, (1905).

Mr. Sowerby, (1906).

Mr. K. Gordon, (1905).

Mr. M. Gordon, (1905).

6 : -The Methodist Episcopal Mission com-
menced work in Tientsin in the year 1872 and Rev.
G. R. Davis, D.D., was the first missionary appointed.

It is by far the youngest mission working here,

though it may be counted a fairly vigorous infant.
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The first chapel occupied was a building stand-

ing between the two gates of the old east gate;

pfevious to that time it had been used by the 1,. M. S.

.On the completion of the new chapel on the

opposite side of the street it was given up. The East

Gate Chapel was built in 1888, and still stands, pro-

bably the only foreign building in the city to weather

the storm of 1900. At our Conference of 1888 the

writer was appointed by Bishop Fowler to come to

Tientsin and take charge of the city work with the

Rev. Chen Ta-yung as assistant. Mr. Chen was killed

by the Boxer mob north of Peking. On first opening,

vast crowds assembled day by day and we estimated

that 20,000 people heard the Gospel within its walls

during the first year.

Very soon our Chinese neighbours discovered

that the ridge of the chapel roof over-topped the Con-

fucian Temple close by, thus spoiling the feng-shui

of the temple. It was commonly reported that since

the building of the chapel very few of the students

had been able to take degrees as in the past. . . .

Processions would form up in the street, halt in front

of the chapel, and cry out for lost children. . . the

inference being that we had them inside, scooping

out their eyes and hearts. At last it became ab-

solutely dangerous to visit the city. Under the

circumstances Viceroy Li Hung-chang appointed a

deputy, the late lamented Mr. Pethick, his Secretary,

and the mission appointed Dr. H. H. Lowry to con-

sult on the subject. After several conferences the

mission decided to accept another site in another part
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of the city and a sum of money to show that we were

willing to yield to the prejudices of the people.

On the day appointed to hand over the chapel to Li

Huug-chang's deputy he remarked " Where do you

keep the machinery?" meaning of course that

which we kept for the scooping out of hearts and

eyes. The Rev. Mr. Chen who was standing by, turn-

ed round and handed him a copy of the "Pilgrim's

Progress" in Chinese saying, " this is the only kind of

niachiner}' we have been using."

In the year 1894 a chapel was erected on the site

given us in exchange which went to the flames in the

Boxer year. After the siege it was found that the old

East Gate Chapel had been but little damaged while

all other buildings had been destroyed. The ridge

had been lowered about one foot, and thus

all the requirements of feng-skui had been satisfied.

The Provisional Government gave us possession

and we turned it over to the Army Y. M. C. A.

for work among the foreign soldiers then stationed in

the city. About a year later we opened it for preach-

ing in Chinese which continued for three 5'ears till we
could rebuild our other chapels.

We then handed it back to the rightful owners,

the literati of the city who use it as a library where

the ancient records are kept.

As showing the friendly feeling existing at the

time of handing the place back a procession of thirty

leading scholars came to the settlement to present a

tablet with the inscription " I Tun Chung- wai " (peace

and conciliation between Chinese and foreigners).
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In the year 1895 the mission built a chapel
just inside the west gate of the city. . . .It was the
first church to go to the flames in the year 1900.

The neighbour on the east was a Boxer leader and he
set fire to the place. Unfortunately there was an east

wind blowing at the time and the flames were driven

west till all within a very wide area of that portion of

the city had been destroyed. About 15 Christians

ran to the chapel for refuge but were all killed within

its doors. In the year 1904 we rebuilt a larger and
better church, boys' school, woman's dispensary, and

girls' school, all of which are ojien daily.

Wesley Chapel, one of the only two chapels left

standing by the Boxers because it stood within the

"firingline," was built in the year 1881 by the late Dr.

I/. W. Pilcher, who became the first president of Peking

University, and who was the first Secretary of the

Tientsin Missionary Association. The chapel was
enlarged in 1895. This church is entirely self-sup-

porting. Last year its pastor was called as the first

Chine.se Pastor of the Chinese Church in Japan. The
Isabella Fisher Hospital on Taku Road was one of tlie

first, if not the first woman's hospital in China. It

v.'as opened by Dr. Howard who afterwards became

Dr. King and who is still with us. It was built in 1881.

Dr. Howard reached China in 1879. This Hospital

was occupied in 1895 by wounded Chinese soldiers as

indeed all the Mission and Government Hospitals

were during the Japanese war. In 1900 it was again

taken over as a Military Hospital, but this time for

wounded American soldiers. . . . The Intermediate
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School for Chinese boys was opened in 1890 and

may justly claim to be the first mission school to

open its doors to all comers for a Western education

of a middle class. It was the first school to be

endowed by Chinese oificials. The Customs Tao-tai

of Boxer days was one of our supporters though per

force he was obliged to become pay-master to the

Boxer Army. Owing to the uncertainty of moving

the mission plant, we have not kept pace with the

times as regards buildings, but this will be remedied

in time. In and around the city there are several

day-schools both for boys and girls. Like other

missions we are undermanned, but we have an able

staff of Chinese helpers who make up in some measure

for the lack of foreign workers.

Preaching to the heathen is carried on every day,

and in this way we are taking part in bringing

the Gospel to this great city. The present staff

consists of :

—

The Rev. F. and Mrs. Brown, (1883)

Rev. Burton and Mrs. St. John, (1903)

Mr. and Mrs. O. J. Krause, (1903}

Miss E. Martin, M. D., (1900)

Miss E. Knox, (1907)

7:

—

The Young Men's Christian Association
is one of the youngest Institutions established in

Tientsin, but its vitality and vigour are refreshing to

the older Christian missions. It was established in

the year 1895. The first few years work was almost

entirely confined to students in the various Govern-
ment and Christian schools .... Since the year
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1900 the work has been wholly reorganized and now
among the membership of the Association can be
found Chinese literati, officials, clerks, business

men, translators and many other occupations

represented besides students . . . The work is confined

entirely to Chinese young men, and is carried on in

two widely separated and different localities. The
work was commenced by the Rev. Willard I^yon in

the year 1895. Mr. Gailey came out in 1898 and Mr.

Lyon left for Shanghai.

The first work was carried on in a small building

on the Taku Road and near the old American Board
Mission gatehouse. It was put up and presented to

the Y. M. C. A. by Dr. Atterbury of the American
Presbyterian Mission, Peking, but who years ago

retired from the field.

In the year 1896 a large building was erected at

the east end of Taku Road. This building was

the gift of Mrs. Livingstone Taylor of Cleveland,

Ohio, U. S. It was looted inthe year 1900 and was

sold as being unsuitable for the work in the year 1902.

The oldest branch at present in existence is in the

French Concession, 46 Rue de Paris, in buildings

owned by the Association. These buildings were not

erected for Association purposes yet they lend

themselves quite well to the present needs of this

work.

The latest development of the Tientsin Y.M.C.A.

work is to be found within the city walls which of

course do not exist. The rented premises for this

work are entirely Chinese and the equipment as well
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as the work itself is fashioned mainly on oriental lines.

Here will be found a man5'-sided work carried ou for

the youth of Tientsin.

Daj' and night schools, lectures in science,

industry, commerce, travel, etc. Athletic work on the

premises and in the field. Social and religious work,

Bible class and lecture work .... Reading and

games room, etc.

There are two high schools and one day-school

in connection with the Association. There are at

present three teachers who besides teaching in the

Y. M. C. A. schools give time to private, middle, and

government middle .schools. The present staff

consists of :

—

Mr. R. R. Galley, (1898)

Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Robertson, (rgoi)

Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Cole, (1906)

Mr. Hall, (1907)

Mr. Tripp, (1907)

8 :

—

China Inland Mission

is represented by one of its senior missionaries.

Tientsin being the port of entry for the whole of

North China, the needs for such an agency are

self-evident. The able representative of the mission

finds much time for evangelistic work among soldiers

and others, and is always a willing helper when
called upon by any of the established missions.

The staff consists of the Rev. and Mrs. G. W.
Clarke, C1875)



RELIGION IN TIENT.SIN 55

9:—The British And Foreign Bible Society
is represented by a sub-agent, who is kept very busy
sending out Bibles not ouly into the city of Tientsin,
but for hundreds of miles iu the interior. The
circulation of Scriptures from this centre for the year
1907, was a grand total of 268, 61j copies.

The staff consists of :—The Rev. and Mrs. I.

Drysdale, (1898).

ID :

—

Scottish Bible Society is represented by
an agent with a large corps of native assistants.

This is essentially a very important work, and with-

out the Bible agents the missionary would be like a

mechanic without tools. All the societies owe a deep
debt of gratitude to the Bible Societies. The dis-

tribution last year amounted to a total of ^^8,000
copies.

The staff consists of :—

•

Mr. A. and Mrs. Annand, (1890).

Mr. Souter, (1907).

II :

—

The American Bible Society is repre-

sented by a Chinese assistant, but its work is meeting

a felt need. *****
We believe that all Christian agencies working

in the city of Tientsin have been mentioned.

To sum up we find that there are Jive men whose

whole time is given to evangelistic work. And one

man who gives half his time.

There are two ladies in training for work among
women.
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There are thirteen men giving their whole time

to educational work.

There are three medical missionaries.

There are three Bible agents.

There are three business agents.

The missionary married ladies give great help

in many ways and sometimes prove to be ^' the better

half of us." With this small staff of workers spread

out '

' very thinly,
'

' with the hardness which naturally

comes from work at the ports, we are not discouraged.

Many and varied are the difficulties and the

obstacles to be overcome in bringing the Gospel to the

Chinese, and the first which meets every new-comer, is

1 :—The IyAnguage :—The absence of an alpha-

bet. The peculiar tones and inflections. The aspirat-

ed and guttural modulations, necessary to be carefully

observed. The peculiarities in regard to number,
case, declension, and conjugation when compared with

other languages. All help us to sympathise with the

man who said he believed that the Chinese language

was the work of the devil who by it hinders the

spread of Christianity in a land where he has so many
zealous and able subjects.

2 :

—

Ancestral Worship is perhaps the greatest

of the peculiar obstacles to the spread of Christianity

in Tientsin.

The influence of Confucius and Mencius and other

worthies of antiquity make it very difficult for many,
to accept the Gospel. Some idea may be gained of the

regard with which the people cherish the memory of
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the great sage, from the words of the sacrificial ritual

as translated by Dr. Williams in his "Middle
Kingdom " :

—

"Confucius, Confucius, how great is Confucius?
Before Confucius, there never -was a Confucius,

Since Confucius there never has been a Confucius,

Confucius, Confucius, how great is Confucius."

To refer again to the interesting article by Sir

C. Eliot :

—" It forms a plea for the adoption of an

agressive policy in China by the Christian Church and

the plea is all the more eloquent because the inference

must be drawn from the facts stated. In no country

is the popular temper .so materialistic. Religion is

at a low ebb because it is almost a superstition.

The destructive effect of education on two out of the

three great religions is fully recognized. The whole

fabric of Taoism disappears before an elementary

scientific education, and so does much of popular

Buddhism. Whether China is to be left to follow the

teachings of agnostic philosophers or is to be won for

Christ is the issue which faces His disciples to-day."

It is possible when more than one half of ones life

has been spent in China surrounded by its

people, its idolatries, and its superstitions, to give a

disproportionate interest to this city as a field of

labour. I cannot avoid feeling that the home churches

do not realize the need and are greatly at fault, in not

putting forth more interest, sympathy, prayer and

effort in behalf of the perishing people of this city.

A million souls hastening day by day to the. grave.

This is a " Gibraltar " of the heathenism of the world.
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Against its bigotrj^, superstitions, and idolatries the

most faithful attacks should be made by Christendom,

and with the faith inspired by the Scriptures the

results are assured.

'

' The heathen are to be given unto the Son for

His inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth

for His possession."

Behold these shall come from far and lo these

from the north and the west and these from the land

of Siuim."



CHURCHES FOR FOREIGNERS

English Services

ChuTch of England.—Tientsin was opened as a

place of residence for a clergyman of the Church of

England, in the j'ear 1890. The first incumbent was
the Rev. W. Brereton who came in November 1890

and began services in a rented building behind what

is now a godown opposite the store of Messrs. Jaques

and Co., Victoria Road. The first building used was
a converted stable. After some three or four years

Mr. Brereten handed over the work to the Rev. F. L.

Norris. A parsonage and a nice little church room

was erected in Nov. 1894. A boys' school was started

in 1897, and a girls' school in the autumn of the same

j'ear. Tu the following year Mr. Norris handed over

the work to the Rev. Iliff (now Bishop) whose first

work was to collect funds for a proper church.

The two schools were amalgamated in 1899, and

survived the Boxer troubles of the following year,

but they were closed in 1905 when the present public

schools took their place. The first half of the church

was consecrated in the year 1903. The Rev. Benham

Brown filled the vacancy till the work was entrusted to

the present incumbent, the Rev- J. H. Sedgwick, M. A.

Union Church.—-Was built in the year 1896. The

old Union Church was built in 1864. Up to the time

of a resident clergyman of the Church of England,

in 1890, the arrangement was to have the Church of
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England service read every Sunday morning by the

preacher appointed for the day. The services were

invariably conducted by resident missionaries. After

the arrival of the Rev. W. Brereton the prayers were

discontinued in the Union Church but were read in

the room set apart for the Church of England service.

Man3' old residents will remember the happy com-

bination of services when all the foreign worshippers

of Tientsin met together on Sunday mornings. For

some years after the removal to the present Union

Church the missionaries continued to conduct the

services. In the year 1903 the Rev. Millar Graham
was called as pastor and remained for three years.

The present pastor, the Rev. J. S. GriflBth, came
from England to take up the work, 1907. During the

Boxer troubles the church stood in a very exposed

position but was not damaged very seriously. The
building was used as a military hospital for some time.

It would be difficult to imagine what Tientsin

would be like without these two foreign churches.

For many years collection has been taken at Xmas
for the Chinese poor of Tientsin which has strength-

ened the bond of union existing between the native

and foreign Christians.

Japa7iese Union Church.—This Church is in a

flourishing condition with its own pastor, but we
believe partly supported by the Christians in Japan.

Tientsin Temperance Society.—Among the institu-

tions especially for the use of foreigners we cannot
forget the Temperance Society which is the oldest

in the city. Though its work as its name signifies
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is maiuly temperance, it has ever had a Christian side.

Invariably its meetings have been opened by prayer,

and nearly always has there been a Bible class in

connection therewith. Many a lonely sailor has been

led to the Light through the faithful men and women
who have not been ashamed to recognize the power

of religion on those who were anxious to turn from

drink and its snares.

Missionaries have been the leaders in this work,

but there have been many zealous laymen who have

given years of labour to the Temperance Society.

One name in particular will occur to some, that of

John Wilson, who rendered valuable service.








